The Keweenaw Bay Ojibwe

NEWLY ELECTED AND RE-ELECTED COUNCIL MEMBERS
JANUARYO6S SATUR
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Ogimaa Donald Shalifoe, Sr. swears in elected and re-elected Council Members, shown above as they
take their oath of office. Left to right: Randall Haataja, Toni J. Minton, Doreen G. Blaker, and Robert R.D.

Curtis, Jr.

The Regular Saturday Tribal
Council Meeting was held on Janu-
ary 10, 2015, at the Ojibwa Casino
Conference Meeting Room in
Baraga, Michigan. Ogimaa Donald
Shalifoe, Sr. presided over the meet-
ing with Carole LaPointe, Jean Joki-
nen, Gary F. Loonsfoot, Sr., Eddy
Edwards, Robert R.D. Curtis, Jr., Mi-
chael F. LaFernier, Sr.,, Susan J.
LaFernier, El i1 za
thews, Don Messer, Jr., Jennifer
Misegan, and Warren C. Swartz, Jr.
present.

Ogimaa Donald Shalifoe, Sr.,
shared numerous Thank You and
For Your Information items ad-
dressed to Council.

Eddy Edwards reminded Council
that they had approved a non-
binding offer on
Electrical Power Plant for the pur-
pose of reviewing the business as a
potential opportunity for this tribe
last summer, and in doing so, Coun-
cil approved sending out requests
for proposals from firms to perform
due diligence. There were four
venders who submitted proposals
which were sent to Council to review
in November. Mr. Edwards recom-
mended Council approve the pro-
posal from WSP Group, if Council
chooses to move forward with this

venture. Lori Sherman, KBIC Tribal
Natural Resource Director, indicated
to Council their staff would recom-
mend the proposal from MTU with
adjustments that could be made, if
Council were to decide to move for-
ward with this venture. Furthermore,
Ms . Sher man
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LaPointe, Edwards), 0 abstained,
motion carried.

Gary Loonsfoot, Jr., THPO Direc-
tor, informed Council that the current
vehicle THPO staff uses is rusting
out, and staff needs a vehicle, so
they can travel across the country,
that is decent on gas, but can still
get into the woods when needed.
He presented three vehicle bids to
be purchased through the THPO
budget. Motion by Jennifer Mise-
gan to purchase the 2015 Tahoe

(Matthews), motion carried.
Treasurer Eddy Edwards
brought forward the donations
for January 2015. Motion by
Carole LaPointe to approve
the January 2015 donations
in the amount of $250.00 for
the Life Outreach Center,
$1,500.00 donation to the
Bowling/Basket Benefit for
Gage Hebertoés
$1,500.00 donation for the
Allen Shelifoe (spaghetti
dinner/medical expense
fundraiser) for a total of
$3,250.00, supported by

Continues on page two. (1) Bezhig



January 10, 2015 Council Meeting
Continued:

Susan J. LaFernier. Twelve sup-
ported, O opposed, 0 abstained,
motion carried.

Diana Chaudier, Election Board
Chairperson, presented the De-
cember 13, 2014, General Elec-
tion results for certification. Re-
sults for Tribal Council in the
Baraga District were: Robert D.
A RDoO CA59,tDoreen Blaker -
392, Fred Dakota - 226, and Eliza-

Ogimaa Donald Shalifoe, Sr.
recognized Carole LaPointe, Jean
Joki nen, and EIi
thews for their years of service as
Council Members and presented
them with a plaque and parting gift
on behalf of the Keweenaw Bay
Indian Community and the Tribal
Council. All three graciously ac-
cepted the gifts and acknowledged
that it has been an honor to serve
their Community.

Ogimaa Donald Shalifoe, Sr.
conducted the oath of office to the
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Toni Minton - 330. Proposal 1) Do
you support allowing the Ke-
weenaw Bay Indian Community to
Issue marriage licenses to same-
sex couples subject to tribal rules
and regulations? Yes i 302; No -
261. Proposal 2) Do you support
allowing the Keweenaw Bay In-
dian Community to manufacture
and/or sell marijuana for adults 21
and over, and the possession of
marijuana by these adults all sub-
ject to tribal licensing, taxation,
and regulation? Yes i 298; No -
267. Popular Referendum 1) Do
you vote to approve the acquisi-
tion of the Baraga Lakeside Hotel
and Marina for relocating the
Ojibwa Casino Baraga? Yes i
246; No - 319. Popular Referen-
dum 2) If the acquisition of the
Baraga Lakeside Hotel and Marina
is approved by popular referen-
dum, do you approve a
$31,200,000.00 budget for build-
ing the new casino and renovating
the hotel? Yes i 229; No - 333.
There are 742 registered voters, of
whom 579 (78%) actually voted in
this election. Of the 829 individu-
als who are eligible to register to
vote, 70% of them voted in this
election. Jennifer Misegan mo-
tioned to certify the December
13, 2014, General Election re-
sults; supported by Carole La-
Pointe. Twelve supported, 0 op-
posed, 0 abstained, motion car-
ried.
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made, and secret ballot vote totals
follow: Two nominations for Presi-
dent: Donald Shalifoe, Sr. (three
vot es) , Warren
(nine votes) .
Swartz, Jr. was named President.
Two nominations for Vice Presi-
dent: Gary Loonsfoot, Sr., (three
votes), Jennifer Misegan (nine
votes), Jennifer Misegan was
named Vice President. One nomi-
nation for Secretary: Toni Minton.
Toni Minton was named Secretary.
One nomination for Assistant Sec-
retary: Susan J. LaFernier. Susan
J. LaFernier was named Assistant
Secretary. One nomination for
Treasurer: Doreen Blaker. Do-
reen Blaker was named Treasurer.
Motion by Toni Minton to ap-
prove Depository of Funds be
with Superior National Bank and
Wells Fargo, supported by Do-
reen Blaker. Ten supported
(Misegan, Minton, Blaker, Shali-
foe, Loonsfoot, Edwards, Curtis,
M. LaFernier, Messer, Haataja), 0
opposed, one abstained (S.
LaFernier), motion carried.
Motion by Jennifer Misegan
to have the check signers be
any two Council Members and
that the stamps of the President
and Vice President may only be
used by a Council Member in
cases of emergency, payroll,
and senior/disability fund, sup-
ported by Doreen Blaker.
Eleven supported, O opposed, 0
abstained, motion carried.
Motion by Jennifer Misegan
that the Tribal Court check sign-
ers be the Council, Chief Judge,
Associate Judge, Court Clerk;
and the Tribal Support Office
check signers be the Council,
Chief Judge, Associate Judge,
Court Clerk, Child Support Di-
rector, and the Child Support
Specialist, supported by Toni
Minton. Eleven supported, O
opposed, 0O abstained, motion

carried.
President

KB-001-2015. WHEREAS: the
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community
Is a federally recognized Indian
Tribe exercising inherent sover-
eign authority over its members
and its territories, and the Ke-
weenaw Bay Indian Community
has a reservation created pursu-
ant to the 1854 Treaty with the
Chippewa, 10 Stat. 1109; and
WHEREAS: the Keweenaw Bay
Indian Community is organized
Rsudneto the @ovisiomsRdd ¢he
Indian Reorganization Act of 1934,
(48 Stat. 984 U.S.C. 8476) with a
Constitution and Bylaws duly ap-
proved by the Secretary of the
United States Department of the
Interior on December 17, 1936;
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4\Wh ourr GomstitutibnCréquiress the
Tribal Council to elect from within
its own numbers a President, a
Vice-President, a Secretary, an
Assistant Secretary, a Treasurer,
and such other officers and com-
mittees as may be deemed neces-
sary; and WHEREAS: Article VI,
Section 1(a) of the Constitution im-
poses a duty on the Tribal Council
to protect the health, security, and
general welfare of the Community;
and WHEREAS: Atrticle VII, Sec-
tion 1(u) of the Constitution au-
thorizes the Tribal Council to adopt
resolutions to effectuate any of its
powers; and NOW THEREFORE
BE IT RESOLVED THAT: the Ke-
weenaw Bay Indian Community
Tribal Council recognizes the need
to separate administrative opera-
tions of the Government and its
business entities from the duties of
the President and the Treasurer;
the Council authorizes and estab-
lishes the Office of the Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer, which will consist
of a Chief Executive Officer
(CEO), an Assistant, and addi-
tional staff as determined by the
CEO; to undertake these duties
including supervision of the gam-
ing and business management,
thereby abolishing Resolution
KB001-2014. FURTHERMORE:
the CEO will report directly to the
Tribal Council as will the Chief Fi-
nancial Officer, thus ensuring the
transparency of all finances, in-
vestments, and internal policies.
Motion by Michael F. LaFernier,
Sr. to approve Resolution KB-
001-2015, supported by Don
Messer, Jr. Ten supported
(Misegan, Minton, S. LaFernier,
Blaker, Shalifoe, Loonsfoot,
Curtis, M. LaFernier, Messer,
Haataja), one opposed

Warr er
zSwdnte, tih préséhted Resolukibmt -



(Edwards), 0 abstained, motion
carried.

Presi dent Wa r
Swartz, Jr. presented Resolution
KB-002-2015. WHEREAS: the
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community
(the Community) is a federally rec-
ognized Indian Tribe exercising in-
herent sovereign authority over its
members and its territories, and
the Keweenaw Bay Indian Com-
munity has a reservation created
pursuant to the 1854 Treaty with
the Chippewa, 10 Stat. 1109; and
WHEREAS: the Community is or-
ganized pursuant to the provisions
of the Indian Reorganization Act of
1934, (48 Stat. 984 U.S.C. 8476)
with a Constitution and Bylaws
duly approved by the Secretary of
the United States Department of
the Interior on December 17,
1936; and WHEREAS: Article VI,
Section 1 (a) of the Constitution
imposes a duty upon the Secre-
tary to call an election within 90
days of receipt of a resolution of
the Tribal Council requesting that
an election for the purpose of
amending provisions of the Consti-
tution be held; and WHEREAS:
the Tribal Council of the Commu-
nity deems it essential for the pro-
tection of the health, security, and
the general welfare of the Commu-
nity to amend Article VI, Section 1
(h) of the Constitution. NOW
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
THAT: Pursuant to 25 U.S.C.
1300h-7(a) the Tribal Council of
the Community hereby request
that the Secretary call an election
within 90 days of receipt of this
resolution for the purpose of ratify-
ing or rejecting the following
amendment to Article VI, Section 1
(h), of the Constitution: Strike all
of Article VI, Section 1 (h), and in-
sert in lieu thereof: Article VI (h)
To appropriate for tribal use any
available tribal funds, provided,
that any appropriation in excess of
$500,000.00 at any time shall be
of no effect until approved by ref-
erendum vote. BE IT FURTHER
RESOLVED: That the Tribal
Council hereby directs the Presi-
dent of the Tribal Council to for-
ward a copy of this resolution to
the Office of the Secretary along
with any other materials necessary
to proceed with the election proc-
ess. Motion by Don Messer, Jr.
to approve Resolution KB-002-
2015, supported by Gary Loons-
foot, Sr. Ten supported
(Misegan, Minton, S. LaFernier,
Blaker, Shalifoe, Loonsfoot,
Curtis, M. LaFernier, Messer,
Haataja), one opposed
(Edwards), 0 abstained, motion

carried.
Vice President Jennifer Mise-
r gam presefit€iha prgposal from
Global Market Advisors (previously
known as Gaming Marketing Advi-
sors). This is the company that
conducted a 2010 feasibility study
regarding Baraga and Marquette.
The study will help us decide what
needs to be done and will include
a hotel market assessment for
Baraga and Marquette. It will take
a look at the market and decide
what size project the market can
handle and where to put it. The
cost for both studies is $38,000.00
plus expenses. The information
will be presented at a Community
meeting by the firm. Motion by
Robert ARDO
prove the Global Market Advi-
sors proposal for $38,000.00
plus expenses, supported by
Michael F. LaFernier, Sr. Eleven
supported, 0 opposed, 0 ab-
stained, motion carried.

Motion by Jennifer Misegan
to schedule grievance hearing
to be heard by Council on Janu-
ary 22, 2015, regarding the
grievance made by the Manager
of the Pressbox, co-supported
by Susan J. LaFernier and Gary
Loonsfoot, Sr. Seven supported
(Misegan, Minton, S. LaFernier,
Blaker, Loonsfoot, M. LaFernier,
Haataja), two opposed (Shalifoe,
Edwards), two abstained
(Curtis, Messer), motion carried.

Vice President Jennifer Mise-
gan proposed a budget timeline
for FY2015. Department Heads
are to submit their budget to the
Office of the CEO by Friday, Janu-
ary 16, 2015, and budget meet-
ings will begin the week of Mon-
day, January 26, 2015. Motion by
Doreen Blaker to appoint Larry
Denomie as Interim CEO and
Sarah Maki as Interim Assistant
CEOQO, supported by Toni Minton.

Eight  supported (Misegan,
Minton, S. LaFernier, Blaker,
Loonsfoot, M. LaFernier,

Messer, Haataja), three opposed
(Shalifoe, Edwards, Curtis), 0O
abstained, motion carried.
carried.
Council closed with no further
business on the agenda.
~ submitted by Lauri Denomie, Editor

IHS eligible individuals will
be able to claim exemption
through tax filing process

Health and Human Services
Secretary Sylvia M. Burwell previ-
ously announced that individuals
eligible to receive health care from
an Indian Health Service (IHS),
tribal, or urban Indian health pro-

Curt

gram provider will be able to claim
an exemption from the shared re-
sponsibility payment through the
tax filing process starting with the
2014 tax year. The Internal Reve-
nue Service (IRS) and the Treas-
ury Department intend to publish
guidance confirming that individu-
als who are eligible for this exemp-
tion may claim it through the tax
filing process.

This benefit gives individuals
who are eligible to receive ser-
vices from an Indian health care
provider, including the IHS, the
same filing option as members of
federally recognized tribes
(including Alaska Native share-
holders). Both groups will con-
finge to have the optien of gupmit-
ting the exemption application
through the Health Insurance Mar-
ketplace.

Prior to this announcement, ex-
emptions were available both to
individuals who were members of
a federally recognized tribe and to
individuals who are eligible to re-
ceive services from an Indian
health care provider. But mem-
bers of a tribe were able to claim
an exemption through the federal
tax filing process, while individuals
who are eligible to receive ser-
vices from an Indian health care
provider were required to obtain
this exemption through the Health
Insurance Marketplace by filing a
paper application.

The availability of the online tax
filing process to apply for the In-
dian health care exemption will
save time and reduce duplication
of effort. Individuals intending to
claim this exemption through the
tax filing process should retain the
same documentation that they
would otherwise submit to the
Marketplace as part of their ex-
emption application.

Secretary Burwell first an-
nounced this updated rule at the
Secretaryodos Tri
mittee meeting on September 18,
2014. This simplified process for
claiming the exemption through
the tax filing process was initiated
based on requests by tribal lead-
ers. The IHS worked closely with
the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services and the IRS to
extend these options to individuals
eligible to receive services from an
Indian health care provider.

The IHS, an agency in the U.S.
Department of Health and Human
Services, provides a comprehen-
sive health service delivery system
for approximately 2.2 million
American Indians and Alaska Na-
tives.
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On January 10, 2015, 21 seniors, along with Karen Lahti, travel planner, boarded a bus in the Senior Parking lot for an early

SENOR CITIZENS CRUISE IN STYLE
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morning flight out of the Marquette Airport, their destination Miami, Florida. They spent Saturday night in Miami and boarded
the Carnival Conquest on Sunday afternoon for a seven night Western Caribbean Cruise. Ports of call included: Cozumel,

Mexico; Belize; Mahogany Bay, Isla Roatan; and Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands.

Those participating in this cruise in-

cluded: Henry and Nancy Chosa, Floyd and Susie Crawford, Rosalie and Donald Funke, Francis Darcy, Debra Parrish, Bar-
bara Loonsfoot, Wanda Seppanen and granddaughter Taylor Kemppainen, William (Chill) Seppanen, Francis Krolik, Elvera
Lantz, Ron and Betty Spruce, Paul and Karen Mayo, Robert (Beaver) and Valerie Voakes, Marsha Pharr, and Rosemary
Haataja. Among the shore excursions were the Mayan ruins, swimming with the stingrays and dolphins, ATV adventure, shop-
ping, and taking in the sights. The seniors returned home on late on Sunday night, Jan. 18th, and were happy to see their al-

most snowless vehicles.

NEWS FROM THE OJIBWA
SENIOR CITIZENS

Upcoming Events:

We now have gift certificates avail-
able for purchase. See Dave Fire-

stone, Nutrition Director, at the
Ojibwa Senior Citizens Center,
Baraga, M.

r . F Yy - i — . —_—
Senior Pasties Gift Certificate i

Ojibwa Senier Citizens

A

This certificate entitles the bearer to_#. Pasties

Purchased by:

T Ojibwa Seniors
Authonzed by
A e
We only accept pre ordered pasties. -t e
. abe.  dm. e e e N e —— e

1 February 11, 12:15 p.m. Senior
Meeting.

1 February 25, 12:15 p.m. Pasty prep.
Volunteers are needed and are very
much appreciated.

1 February 26, 5 a.m. Pasty making.
Volunteers are needed as early as
possible! We appreciate your hard
work.

March:

1 March 25, 2015, 12:15 p.m. Pasty
prep. Volunteers are needed and
are very much appreciated.

1 March 26, 2015, 5 a.m. Pasty mak-
ing. Volunteers are needed as early
as possible! We appreciate your
hard work.
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DISCOVERING OUR CONSTITUTION

The December Discovering our
Constitution winner is Gary Loons-
foot, Sr. (pictured to the right). His
name was picked from a drawing of
the people who entered the contest.
Congratulations on winning the $50
Dollar gift card! Also a reminder to
members, submit your answer for
the February question before the
end of month. You may also be a
winner!

December 6s Ques
Tribal Court was established under
what Article and section of our Con-
stitution, and how was that accom-

plished?o0

Garyob6s answer :

was established under Article VI - T
Sec. I, (1) of the KBIC Constitution. o
Januaryob6s Question was: AWhat Articl

Amendments to be made to our Constitution, and how is that accomplished? The
second part may be tricky, as there has been Federal legislation passed that allows

for an additional way of requesting th
February 2015, Question 3:
AWho are the original bands | isted in

How to enter:

Each Keweenaw Bay Indian Community Tribal Member, 18 years of age or older
and living on the reservation, will be allowed to submit answers to the Constitutional
Committee via; e-mail at const-committee@kbic-nsn.gov; or by letter to Constitu-
tional Committee Keweenaw Bay Indian Community, 16429 Bear Town Road,
Baraga, Michigan, 49908, or by dropping off your answers at the Tribal Center to be
pl aced into the Constitutional Committ
and enrollment number must be on the document you are submitting, and it must be
turned in no later than the last day of the month in which the question was asked.
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f /, iBrian Moore & Darrell Kingbird
: ‘Stickman: |
, Harvey Dreaver
. Invited Singers: . -~ -
/ Pete[Ganbow, ErikGahbowjOpieDay,
Wayne Silas!iriMike SullivanjMarkKingbird,

AhsineesLarson’Ryan Metzgeri0geemalAnziano

Honorarium for first 10 registered singers that sing a set of songs
3 Singer Hand Drum Contest, Aduilt and Youth

90/30 raffies throughout the evening

For more info contact: 40,
Gary Loonsfoot Ir @ (906) 524-5517 or A

(906] 20'-1“5 Poster Design by: "'f MEDIA, LLC
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Community Health Confirms First Measles Case of 2015 Did You Know?
State officials are stildl trying to trma rce of the st

first measles case of the year, but say it could be related to the out-
break at Disneyland.

The Department of Community Health confirmed Friday thatthe T Influenza (flu) patients at high risk for serious complications
statebs first case of measl es wa scangetvee dickand digffroptheflODak | and Count vy,
but did not give more details on the case. There have been four

suspected cases so far this year. _ _ T Antiviral drugs for treating the flu, available by prescription,
Officials used the case to encourage residents to be vaccinated can |l essen symptoms and shorten

for the disease.

iAs we are seeing with the recen . i al i .f or ni me a -
sles is a highly communicable disease that can affect both children f Aﬁl h|gﬂ1 lfjlstk %étlgn% l%nd alf hos%l?alﬁzéd pgtlen?s ity sus

and adul ts, o Doctor Matthew Davi SpeCte HUIS}'e’IO*Jld b!?lgec?tfedcwétn antlgll’xals %Susqorl] a\./Sé)()ss\ll\-/i t h

DCH, said. AThe best way to protéﬂ%’ Tthout Waiting Tor confirmalor fIUte{e'n'communities

against measles is to get vaccinated.o _
The state saw five confirmed cases of the potentially fatal dis- We still have flu shots available at the KBIC Health
ease in 2014.

. . . . . . Department ~ it's still not too late to vaccinate!
But cases are increasing nationally, officials said. The national

count jumped to 644 cases in 2013 from an average of 60 cases . . .
annually between 2001 and 2012. Fifty cases have already been Call the Donald A. LaPointe Medical Center for more informa-

reported in 2015. tion and/or to schedule an appointment (906) 353-8700.
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http://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/disease/high_risk.htm?s_cid=ostltsdyk_cs_569
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/antivirals/whatyoushould.htm?s_cid=ostltsdyk_cs_570
http://emergency.cdc.gov/han/han00375.asp?s_cid=ostltsdyk_cs_571

KBIC Senior
Citizen
~ Tax Program ~

)

Family Spirit Parent Circle

Date: Monday, February 9th, 2015
Where: Niiwin Akeaa (Four Directions) Center The Keweenaw
Commons Area, 111 Beartown Rd. Baraga Bay Indian Commu-
Thne: 5:00-6:30pm nity Tribal Council is
currently developing
a policy that will as-
sist our KBIC elders with filing their 2014
taxes. Unfortunately, these guidelines
have not been approved by press time
for the February issue of the Wiikwe-
dong Dazhi-Ojibwe.
Please call Kim Klopstein, Adminis-
trative Specialist, at (906) 353-6623, ext.

4104, or e-mail kim@kbic-nsn.gov for

more information on the senior tax pro-
gram.

Ages 0-5 are welcome with their older siblings
and caregivers. Children must be supervised.
¢ Family and peer involvement

¢ Make-and-take crafts and handprint pictures

¢ Snacks will be available

For more information and to register please contact:
Dawn Kemppainen at 353-4521
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