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       SPECIAL POINTS  

   OF INTEREST: 

¶ KBIC Float wins 1st place in 

Parade of Nations 

¶ Ojibwa Senior Citizensô Pic-

nic Held  

¶ KBIC Attend MTV Watch 

Party 

¶ Team Seppy Participates in 

2nd Annual Out  of Darkness 

Walk  

¶ Drug Conviction Report 

¶ Ojibwa Senior Citizens News 

¶ Deepest Sympathy 

Keweenaw Bay Indian Community, Ojibwe 
Place First at Parade of Nations 

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 

     The Keweenaw Bay Indian Community, KBIC 
Youth Program, and the KBIC Cultural Committee 
sponsored this yearôs KBIC Dance Troupe as par-
ticipants in the Parade of Nations held in Houghton, 
Michigan, on Saturday, September 19, 2015.  The 
dance troupe entered a float in the Parade of Na-
tions and were accompanied by a combined drum 
of the Woodland Singers and Summercloud.  The 

theme for this yearôs Parade of Nations and Multi-
cultural Festival was ñWorld of Lore and Legends.ò  
KBIC placed 1st overall in the float competition.  
Following the parade, the dance troupe performed 
exhibition dancing at Dee Stadium.  More than 60 
countries participated in this yearôs Parade of Na-
tions.    

Picture by Lauri Denomie. Picture by Lauri Denomie. 

     KB-042-2015 Article IX Judicial Branch was approved on September 
24, 2015, to hold a Secretarial Election for the purpose of amending the 
KBIC Constitution!  The next step in the process is that the Secretary of 
the Interior will provide technical comments to the Tribe.  The Tribal Coun-
cil will review the technical comments and then either proceed to change 
the wording of the proposed Article IX Judicial Branch or resubmit for the 
Secretarial Election to proceed as the Article IX Judicial Branch was origi-
nally submitted.  Eligible voters will receive a registration packet in the mail 
from the Secretary of the Interior.  In order to participate in the Secretarial 
Election, each member receiving the packet must register with the Secre-
tary of the Interior in order to vote on whether or not to amend the KBIC 
Constitution.  

KB-042-2015 ARTICLE IX JUDICIAL BRANCH APPROVED TO HOLD  
SECRETARIAL ELECTION TO AMEND KBIC CONSTITUTION 

ARTICLE IX ï JUDICIAL BRANCH 

Section 1. 

The purpose of this article is to provide a separate branch of government 

free from political interference and conflicts of interest for the development 
and enhancement for the fair administration of justice. 

Section 2.  
The judicial power of the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community will be vested 
in a Tribal Court system.  The Tribal Court System will be composed of a 
court of general jurisdiction referred to as the ñTribal Courtò, an appellate 
court referred to as the ñAppellate Courtò and such lower courts as the 
Tribal Council may establish upon written recommendation from the Tribal 
Court.   

Section 3. 
The judicial power will extend to all cases arising under this Constitution, 
ordinances, resolutions, regulations, or judicial decisions of the Keweenaw 
Bay Indian Community and will be exercised to the fullest extent consistent 
with self-determination and the sovereign powers of the Tribe.  This juris-
diction is based on the Tribeôs inherent sovereignty, traditional custom, and 
Federal law.   

Continues on page three. 



 

 

KBIC Youth Program Activity  

Fund Guidelines  

     The purpose of this fund is to assist KBIC Tribal member parents 
and those raising KBIC Tribal member children.  Each fiscal year, a 
per-child amount is approved by the KBIC Tribal Council.  The 
amount is currently $250.  The fiscal year begins on October 1 of 
each year.  The fund services those residing in Baraga County and 
the Marquette Trust property area.  A separate Activity Fund Re-

quest Form must be completed for each eligible child.  

To qualify for the fund:  
1. The parent of the child or the child must be an enrolled KBIC 

members.  
2. They must reside in the service area.  
3. The child must be age 0-17 or in high school. Upon graduating 

from high school, the child is no longer eligible for the program.  
4. The parent or the guardian may be required to provide proof that 

they have physical custody for the child that they are submitting 
receipts for:  
a. If someone else is submitting receipts for a grandchild or 

other relative, the parent or guardian who has custody of the 
child must sign the form in agreement.  

b. Court documents or birth certificates are examples of proof. 
(Please note, this information must be submitted each new 
fiscal year).  

5. ORIGINAL receipts are required for all submitted funding reim-
bursements. If a receipt includes purchases for more than one 
child, the childôs name must be noted next to the item on the re-
ceipt.  

6. Only purchases made within the past 90 days will be reim-
bursed.  

7. It is the parent/guardianôs responsibility to keep track of how 
much is spent each fiscal year for each child.  

8. Checks will be mailed once they are processed.  If you donôt re-
ceive your reimbursement after 14 business days of submission, 
please call the youth office at 353-4643 or 353-4644.  

9. Requests that qualify for reimbursement through the program 
include:  
a. activity fees  
b. organized extracurricular activities  
c. athletic fees, athletic equipment  
d. after-school or summer camps  
e. school related activities  
f. school clothes and supplies  
g. diapers/wipes  

Purchases that do not qualify include: (this list is not all inclu-
sive)  
a. bicycles  
b. formula, other infant supplies (ex: cribs, changing tables, 

jumpers)  

c. electronics  

10. Travel is funded, and the funding can be banked (funding can 
carryover and be used in following years) through the eligible 
childôs high school career (7-12 grade).  

     The Niiwin Akeaa Programs Director has the discretion to deny 

any item or receipt. 

~Approved 10/24/2013 Tribal Council 

(2) Niizh  

Septemberôs Regularly Scheduled Council 
Meeting will be combined with October. 

     President Warren C. Swartz, Jr., cancelled the 
Regular Saturday Tribal Council Meeting for Septem-
ber 2015.  It was decided to hold the September 
meeting in conjunction with the October 2015 meet-
ing on Saturday, October 3, 2015.   

~  Submitted by Newsletter Editor. 

September: 

¶ October 7, 12:15 p.m. Senior Meeting. PLEASE NOTE 
DATE CHANGE OF THIS MEETING!   

¶ October 12-14, MIEA trip/meeting. 

¶ October 21, Pasty prep.  Volunteers are needed and are 

very much appreciated.   

¶ October 22, 5:00ð11:00 a.m.  Pasty making.  Volunteers 
are needed as early as possible!  We really appreciate our 
volunteers who show up bright and early.  This is the last 
pasty sale for the year. 

¶ October 28, 12:00 p.m., a special meeting of ALL seniors 
going to Las Vegas.  We will be meeting with Karen Lahti 
to fill out the travel paperwork, and those seniors who are 
paying for part of this trip will need to make payment that 
day.  Any cancellation after this date will result in forfeiture 
of the deposit.   

November: 

¶ The November meeting date will be scheduled at the Oc-
tober meeting.  

NEWS FROM THE OJIBWA SENIOR CITIZENS 

EDUCATION INCENTIVE PROGRAM           

     The Keweenaw Bay Education Committee offers the Education 
Incentive Program to local KBIC Tribal students.  Monetary incen-
tives are awarded at the end of each of the four marking periods of 
the academic year.  Awards are given for Honor Roll and Perfect 

Attendance.  Students must meet the following criteria: 

1. Must be enrolled KBIC members. 

2. Must reside in one of the following four counties:  Baraga,             

Houghton, Ontonagon, or Marquette. 

3. Must attend a public or private school. 

     A studentôs Honor Roll status is defined according to the regula-
tions of their school district. Students in grades 4 through 12 are 

eligible to receive this award. 

     Perfect Attendance follows the school policy also, but time for 
doctor or dental appointments and funerals may be allowed.  

Please contact the following people for more information: 

LôAnse Area Schools ï Shellie Denomie   524-6000 ext. 369 sde-

nomie@laschools.us 

Baraga Area Schools ï Helen Jondreau 353-6661 hjon-

dreau@up.net 

All others contact Amy St. Arnold 353-4117 amy@kbic-nsn.gov 

Houghton, Ontonagon, and Marquette students must provide a 
copy of student report card.  If attendance is not noted on the card, 
please have a school official document by signature.  Report cards 
may be mailed to: Keweenaw Bay Tribal Center, Education Office, 

16429 Beartown Rd.  Baraga MI  49908. 

Ojibwa Senior Citizenôs Picnic Fun 

     The Ojibwa Senior Citizens held their annual picnic at the 
Ojibwa Powwow Grounds on Friday, September 18, 2015.  
Beth Koski, Senior Nutrition Director, organized the event 
with assistance of the Community Health Department ladies.  
Pictured above are a few of the seniors who were playing a 
game they call, ñwashers.ò  Their meal consisted of potato 
salad, noodle salad, coleslaw, baked beans, BBQ ribs, water-
melon, rolls, and rootbeer floats. 

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 
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     As a part of a SEMA grant and sponsored by the Truth Initiative and 
Legacy, in Washington D.C., KBIC was selected for the MTV Watch Party.  
The event was held on August 30, 2015, where we had a fun time and a 
good turn-out; 53 well behaved, polite youth, and parents attended.   
     The SEMA Grant, through Inter-tribal Council (ITC), represents  
Strengthening and Educating our Michigan Anishinabe Youth.   Part of this 
initiative is to promote Traditional Use of Tobacco and encourage youth to 
not start smoking commercial tobacco.  Youth in attendance ranged be-
tween 10-18 years old.  The MTV broadcast was projected on the wall and 
we thank Micah Petoskey of the Tribeôs IT Department for an awesome  
job with the media display.  Youth listened to a  message by Carole La-
Pointe,  Health Director, to not start smoking commercial tobacco when 
young and of the health risks of commercial tobacco. Waba Alakayak, 
Youth Program Director, had the pleasure of distributing the prizes during 
the drawing and encouraged youth to avoid commercial tobacco and to 
stay healthy and active. Great prizes were won!  Treyson Dunleavy won a 
kayak and equipment; Opal Ellsworth won a girlôs bike; Cara Connor won a 
bike; Naethin Awonohopay and Takoda Dunleavy won Dunham gift certifi-
cates; and 21 others won backpacks for school.   
     We appreciated the assistance of Angie Shelifoe for signing in partici-
pants at registration. Music was provided by Jess Forcia of DJ Express, 
who was the inspiration for lip syncing and dancing. Youth filled out a 
questionnaire about commercial tobacco and made pledges to not start 
smoking.  Most of them know smoking commercial tobacco is bad for their 
health and most of them have asked their parents who smoke to try to quit.  
Youth also signed a contract that is promoted by SEMA, To Be an Original 
not to be a Replacement  for the tobacco companies. Participants also en-
joyed snacks consisting of Subway sandwiches and chips.   

     Truth Initiative and Legacy, Washington DC, sponsored the event to 
launch a commercial making this generation the first to be Smoke Free.  
Sheila Ekdahl,  Lead Youth Assistant, and her daughters, Dhanya and 
Breyelle, were at the gym early Sunday morning setting up tables and 
decorating.   Waba Alakayak, Youth Program Director, and her staff pro-
vided support, assistance,  facilitated the use of the gym, promoted partici-
pation through social media, and posted the pledges not to smoke on the 
board at the Youth Center.  Chi-Miigwech to all who assisted and to all of 
youth who participated. 
     Pictures and information compliments of Mary Linden, RN. 

KBIC YOUTH ATTEND MTV WATCH PARTY 

Section 4.  
The Tribal Court will consist of two Judges, one who will be the Chief 
Judge, and one who will be the Associate Judge.   

The Chief Judge will be the presiding Judge of the Tribal Court and will be 
the Chief administrator of the Court.   

Section 5.  
Any enrolled member of the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community who has 
resided within the territorial jurisdiction for at least one (1) year immediately 
preceding the nomination, has attained the age of twenty-five (25) years or 
older on or before the date when their term is to commence, and will have 
graduated from high school or attained an equivalency degree will be eligi-
ble for election as the Chief or Associate Judge.  No person may serve as 
Chief Judge or Associate Judge within five (5) years after the completion 
of a sentence or probation after being convicted of a felony or crime of 
fraud, unless such conviction has been vacated or overturned.  No person 
will serve as the Chief Judge or Associate Judge who is presently a Tribal 
Council member or running to become a Tribal Council member.  

Section 6 
Both the Chief and Associate Judges of the Tribal Court will be elected to 
Tribal Court office for staggered terms which will be arranged to expire 
during different years. The Chief Judge and Associate Judge will be 
elected to hold office for a period of three (3) years.  There will be no limi-
tation on the number of terms a Judge may be elected to hold office.   

Upon approval of this Article, the staggered terms of the current Chief 
Judge and Associate Judge will remain.  

Tribal Court Judges will otherwise be elected in accordance with the rules 
and regulations governing elections. 

Section 7 
In the event of the death, removal, resignation, permanent incapacity or 
actual inability to act as the Chief Judge, the Associate Judge will assume 
the specific duties and powers assigned to the Chief Judge until such time 
as a successor Chief Judge will assume office.  The Tribal Council will ap-
point a successor within thirty (30) days of such death, removal, resigna-
tion, permanent incapacity, or permanent inability to act.  Such successor 
will serve in that office until the next General Election when a successor 
will be elected for the unexpired term. 

Section 8. 
If both Judges of the Tribal Court anticipate becoming deceased, are tem-
porarily unable to act, or disqualified from acting, then the Chief Judge, if 
able, will have the power and authority to appoint a Judge, first from a 
Tribal Court of another federally recognized Indian Tribe, or an attorney 
licensed to practice within the Keweenaw Bay Tribal Court to preside over 
the judicial business of the Keweenaw Bay Tribal Court to the extent and 
for the period of time required.  If the Chief Judge or the Associate Judge 
assuming the Chief Judgeôs duties is unable, then the Tribal Council will 
have the power and authority to appoint a Judge, first from a Tribal Court 
of another federally recognized Indian Tribe, or an attorney licensed to 
practice within the Keweenaw Bay Tribal Court to preside over the judicial 
business of the Keweenaw Bay Tribal Court to the extent and for the pe-
riod of time required.  

If neither the Chief nor Associate Judge meet the qualifications to hear a 
case to maintain jurisdiction or allow for maximum prosecution to occur, a 
temporary appointment of a judge from another federally recognized Indian 

ARTICLE IX ï JUDICIAL BRANCH continues: 
Tribe, or an attorney licensed to practice within the Keweenaw Bay Tribal 
Court by the Chief Judge of the Tribal Court may occur, so the case may 
be heard in Tribal Court.   

Section 9. 
If a Judge on the Tribal Court dies, resigns, permanently leaves the reser-
vation or is removed from office, the Council will declare the position va-
cant and appoint a qualified successor residing within the territorial juris-
diction to the fill the office until the next general election when a successor 
will be elected for the unexpired term.       

Section 10. 
The Tribal Court System may remove any Judge or Justice by an affirma-
tive vote of a majority of all other Judges and Justices of the Tribal Court 
System for: 

a. Unethical conduct, as defined by the General Provisions Ordinance 
that governs Tribal Court; 

b. Physical or mental disability which prevents the performance of judicial 
duties; 

c. Persistent failure to perform duties; 

d. Gross misconduct that is clearly prejudicial to the administration of jus-
tice; or 

e. Ineligibility, under Section 5 of this Article for a Judge and Section 12 
for a Justice, to serve as a member of the Tribal Judiciary. 

Section 11. 
The Appellate Court will have the jurisdiction to hear and decide appeals, 
both final and interlocutory, from any order, sentence, or judgment whether 
civil or criminal in nature of the Tribal Court.  The Appellate Court will be 
the Supreme Court of the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community and its deci-
sions will be final in any matter of interpretation of the Tribal Constitution, 
interpretation of the provisions of Tribal ordinances, resolutions, regula-
tions, or the rules governing judicial proceedings.   

Any party to an action or suit will have the right to appeal a final order, sen-
tence, or judgment of the Tribal Court.  All other appeals may be taken by 
leave of the Appellate Court. 

Section 12. 
A Justice of the Appellate Court must be a citizen or legal resident of the 
United States who has attained the age of thirty (30) years or older and 
must not have been convicted of a felony.  The following persons are eligi-
ble to serve as Justices of the Appellate Court:  

a. Any former Judge of the Tribal Court, or  

b. Any lawyer who is in good standing and admitted to practice in the 
highest court of any federally recognized Indian Tribe, state, or territory 
of the United States.  

Section 13. 

a. The Appellate Court will consist of one (1) Chief Justice and two (2) 
Associate Justices.  

b.  A person qualified to serve as a Justice of the Appellate Court may be 
appointed to serve as a Justice of the Appellate Court by the Tribal 
President, subject to the approval of the appointment by the majority of 
the Tribal Council.  

c. The Justices of the Appellate Court will be appointed to the Appellate 
Court office for staggered terms which will be arranged so as to expire 
during different years.  The Justices will be appointed to hold office for 
a period of three (3) years.  There will be no limitation on the number 
of terms a Justice may serve. 

(3) Niswi  Continues on page four. 



 

 

(4) Niiwin  

     The library is pleased to announce that it was one of thirteen 
federally recognized tribes to receive a two year Enhancement 
grant from the Institute of Museum and Library Services.  
     The grant entitled ñHonoring Healthy Lifestyles Through Liter-
acyò will offer the following projects for KBIC members: 

¶ ñThe Visiting Libraryò will provide home visits to read to 
children and a once monthly reading time at the library. 
We will be working with clients of DHHS' Family Spirit 
program. 

¶ A health series with Dale Schmeisser, PhD, RDN, will 

meet at the library.  Dr. Schmeisser, a registered dieti-
cian, will lead classes in discussions on health related  
topics, such as diet, exercise, and healthy eating.  

¶ Our summer reading program for elementary children will 

return, led by KBIC member Shirley Brozzo, a professor 
at Northern Michigan University. 

¶ A reading challenge for children in grades K-8 will held at 

the library. 

¶ The library will purchase new computers and books, 

books, books! 

¶ The Ancestry.com program will be purchased and will be 

available for the public. 

     Watch for flyers with dates and times or call the library at 353-
8163.  Like us on Facebook to receive updates. 

~ submitted by Mary Bergerson, 
Tribal Library Director  

OJIBWA LIBRARY NEWS 

KBIC PUBLIC PARTICIPATION MEETING 

U.S. Dept. of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
Indian Community Development Block Grant (ICDBG) 
Program for Indian Tribes and Alaska Native Villages 

For our proposed Elder and Disabled Solar Thermal and Electric Project Grant Proposal 

A discussion with: 
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community Tribal Members 

The meeting will run from 11:30 a.m. ï 1:00 p.m. 

THURSDAY, October 8th ï Tribal Center Downstairs Conference Room 

We will obtain the views of Tribal Member attendees on community development and housing needs. We will also be accepting public com-
ments and input for the planning process and development of the grant application. The grant guidelines and a questionnaire will be discussed 
and available for all participants to fill out.  The Tribe is eligible to apply for up to $600,000. 

We will also be accepting public comments and have copies of the questionnaire available for those who are unable to attend by: 

CALLING:  Jean Jokinen at the Grants Office 353-4205 
E-MAILING:  jjokinen@kbic-nsn.gov 

MAILING:  Grants Office; 16429 Beartown Road; Baraga, MI  49908 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT STATEMENT:  When the final draft of the application is complete, all KBIC Tribal Members are afforded the 
opportunity to examine its contents and submit comments to Jean Jokinen using the same contact information provided above.  Tribal Mem-
bers can also review and comment on the Tribeôs performance under any active Community Development Block Grant. 

  

 
 
 
 
 

ATTENTION KBIC ELDERS 
 

Please come to the Question and An-
swer session at the Ojibwa Senior Cen-
ter on October 5, 2015, 11:30 a.m. thru 
12:30 p.m.  Jason Edens, Founding Di-
rector of Rural Renewable Energy Alli-
ance will be present to answer any ques-
tions you may have regarding the solar 
systems to be installed at Tribal homes 
for the upcoming HUD ICDBG applica-
tion. 

2nd ANNUAL OUT OF DARKNESS WALK ð TEAM 

SEPPY PARTICIPATES 

     The 2nd Out of Dark-
ness Walk was organized 
by members of the Baraga 
County Memorial Hospital 
with support from very 
charitable sponsors within 
our community.   
     The American Founda-
tion for Suicide Prevention 
(AFSP) is the leader in the 
fight against suicide.  AFSP 
funds research, creates 
educational programs, is an 
advocate for public policy, 
and provides support for 
survivors of suicide loss.  
This organization was 
founded in New York and 
has 75 chapters.   

Why do we walk?   
     Every year suicide claims more lives than war, murder, and natural disasters 
combined; yet suicide prevention doesnôt get anywhere near the funding given to 
the other causes of death.  Itôs up to walkers to make a difference.  There are 
some 200,000 walkers in 350 cities across the country. 
     When a loved one is lost to suicide, there are survivors, and those survivors of 
suicide need help to deal with the loss.  Counseling is needed in the aftermath of 
suicide for the survivors, so they can talk about it and cope with it. Seeking profes-
sional help and taking greater control of the situation can help curb the loss.  One 
can seek help and utilize self care techniques.  This means: hobbies, exercise, and 
most importantly prayer by seeking out clergy to talk about it.   
     One participant said, ñSome years ago, I met a parent who lost his son, and he 
spoke to me about it.  He told me that every year on the day of this anniversary, his 
family would all write notes to express their feelings, place their notes into bal-
loons, and send the balloons into the heavens.  I thought this was a wonderful 
idea.  Since then I do the very exact thing that this person confided to me when he 
took the time to talk and share with me.ò 
     The core of the ñOut of the Darkness Walkò is in support of the lost ones and 
the survivors of suicide.  These community walks are proof that when people work 
together, they can make changes within the community.  The walkers raise aware-
ness for this important cause, and they raise the resources needed to carry out 
that mission.   

Upon approval of this Article, the staggered terms of the current Justices will 
remain.   

Upon death, removal, or resignation of a Justice, the next Justice appointed to 
the Appellate Court by the President and approved by the Tribal Council will 
serve out the remainder of the term of the Justice. 

d.  A Chief Justice will be selected by majority vote of the Justices for a one year 
term.  In the event of a tie, the Justices will vote again.  In the event of a sec-
ond tie, the Tribal Council will select the Chief Justice by majority vote.   

e.  In the event that the Appellate Court notifies the President that a Justice is 
not able to participate in a decision on any particular case or cases on appeal 
due to illness, temporary disability or disqualification, the President will ap-
point subject to the approval of the Tribal Council, a person qualified to serve 
as a Justice to the Appellate Court to serve as a substitute Justice of the Ap-
pellate Court for the purposes of hearing such cases as may be necessary 
due to such illness, temporary disability or disqualification.  

Section 14. 
The Tribal Council will have the power and responsibility to establish reasonable 
levels of compensation for all Judges and Justices.  The amount of which will not 
be reduced during such personôs term of office.  

ARTICLE IX ï JUDICIAL BRANCH continues: 

Fall hours for the Ojibwa  

Community Library: 

Tuesday ð Thursday,  9 am ð 6 pm 

Monday and Friday, 9 am ð 4 pm 

Saturday,  9 am ð 1 pm 

mailto:jjokinen@kbic-nsn.gov


 

 

(5) Naanan  

     The 2015 Culture Camp was a huge 
success thanks to all of the staff and 
children who were a part of it!  The KBIC 
Youth department went to Camp Nesbit 
the week of August 10-14, 2015, with 45 
children and 17 staff who broke into six 
clans (doodems).  We did a myriad of 
cultural activities such as: arts and crafts 
with Steven Perry who was assisted by 
Cassie Brown and Christine Edwards; 
survival programs with Joe Poinci of the 
US Forest Service; high and low ropes 
with Cassie Brown; canoe safety with 
GLIFWC; and traditional archery instruc-
tion with Straight Line Archery of Ish-
peming.  In addition, we played warrior 
games as a whole camp every night and 

2015 Cultural Camp had fires and drumming with Jim Wil-
liams and family.  Dan Connor and Ra-
istlin Awonohopay helped the children 
on the drum.  We also went swimming 
every afternoon, hiked along the lake, 
and ate amazing food!  A huge Chi Miig-
wech to Colin Van for preparing deli-
cious meals and providing amazing 
snacks every day! 
     On Thursday, August 13, we also 
had the remarkable opportunity to have 
Dr. Martin Reinhardt from Northern 
Michigan University come and instruct 
the children on wild edibles, what to eat 
and drink from the forest, and how to 
cook it.  The Natural Resources Depart-
ment was on hand helping the children 
with the preparation.  Jerry Jondreau 
from the KBIC Forestry Department 
came and walked in the forest with the 

kids teaching them about our traditional 
ways and how to protect our resources. 
Every morning we started with an open-
ing ceremony concerning the seven 
grandfather teachings and teaching the 
children about respect, truth, humility, 
and generosity. Steven Perry spoke in 
Ojibwe along with Cassie Brown who 
has a degree in Native American stud-
ies.  Thank you to Daryl Kingbird for be-
ing on hand at the opening ceremony, 

Continues on page six. 



 

 

(6) Ningodwaaswi  

     We are very concerned with the violence that contin-
ues in our communities and our homes.  We want the 
domestic violence, sexual abuse, incest, and violence 
perpetrated against our women and children to stop. 
     We, as grandmothers, mothers, aunties, sisters, 
wives, and daughters are saying, ñ�1�2�� �0�2�5�(�����´  There 
can be no future for our children as long as this contin-
ues.  We are saying we can no longer stand by in si-
lence and watch this happen to the women and chil-
dren in our communities.  We must stand up for our 
women and children and be their voice.  We are inviting 
all grandmothers, leadership, colleagues, and commu-
nity members to walk with us and show our women and 
children that we honor them as sacred gifts and that we 
will protect them.   
     We have historically been the nurturers and caregiv-
ers of our babies.  We, as women, have become vic-
tims.  We have watched our generations of children 
become victims.  Our men, themselves, have been vic-
tims, and in turn many of our men and women have 
become victimizers.  Enough!!   We are here to say 
that despite our damage and painful history, our hearts 
are not on the ground, our nations are not conquered, 
and we donôt want to see the members of our commu-
nity hurt anymore! 
     To also recognize the sacredness of our women 
and children, the calling of Grandmothers is to come 
forward and reclaim their role.  We invite others to join 
us as a symbol to provide a message of hope for our 
women, children, and the entire community.  We also 
invite our cultural advisories and entire community.  We 
also invite our Tribal Leaders to share our vision and 
stand together on that day to honor all women and chil-
dren.   
     While we respect our men, our community, and 
leaders, we recognize that the time has come for the 
Grandmothers to step forward and take the lead for our 
children.  We invite you to walk with us to demonstrate 
your support in honoring and protecting the women and 
children as the first step in a journey towards a brighter 
future. 

Message from the Grandmothers: 

Cultural Camp continues: 

This young participant shows how brave you can be on the 
high ropes. 

Participants learned water safety from GLIFWC, how to take 
a canoe out, and what to do if it tips over. 

Participants were able to make up to four crafts which was 
held in the gathering room. 

and a  great big Chi Miigwech to everyone who was a 
part of our 2015 Culture Camp, the youth committee 
members, the instructors, the U.S Forest Service, 
GLIFWC, Martin Reinhardt, and all the staff who were a 
part of it.  The children had an awesome week and the 
youth department hopes to make this an annual event! 


