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(1) Bezhig  

KBIC INVITED TO PARTICIPATE AT THE 30TH ANNUAL  
MICHIGAN TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITYôS  

PARADE OF NATIONS 2019 

     Parade of Nations 2019 ð ñWe are ex-
cited to welcome back the Keweenaw Bay 
Indian Community drummers and tradi-
tional dancers as part of the performances 
at Dee Stadium following the Parade!ò   
Building Bridges Facebook page posted.  
     The 30th Annual Parade of Nations 
was held on Saturday, September 21, 
2019, and it was a beautiful day in the 
Copper Country to participate with cultures 
of the world.   
     Participants and community by-
standers were able to view and experience 
cultures of the world from their floats, 

flags, clothing, 
and food.  The 
parade of cul-
ture began on 
Quincy Street 
in Hancock, 
moved across 
the Portage 
Lake Lift 

Bridge, down Sheldon Avenue in Hough-
ton, and ended at Dee Stadium.  A multi-
cultural festival was held at  Dee Stadium 
where International foods were available to 
taste, and craft vendors had items avail-
able for purchase.  Music and dancing ex-
hibitions from many countries were also 
enjoyed by guests.    
     Miss Keweenaw Bay, Deija Dakota; 

Picture by Lauri Denomie. Picture by Lauri Denomie. 

Miss Jr. Keweenaw Bay, Sara Da-
kota; KBIC Dancers; Woodland 
Drum; and the KBIC Cultural Com-
mittee members participated in the 
parade and dance exhibition. Don-
ald Chosa, Jr. served as emcee for 
the dance exhibition.   Everyone 
did an awesome job, and the KBIC 
float took second place!   

~ by Lauri Denomie, Editor 
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(2) Niizh  

Paving The Way To A Healthier Lifestyle ð Non-motorized Trail Phase I Under Construction  

     The Keweenaw Bay Indian Community (KBIC) is the ma-
jor player in providing the community a non-motorized trail 
that stretches from Assinins to Zeba.  They are joined in the 
project by the Baraga County Convention & Visitorsô Bureau, 
Baraga County Trails in Motion, Michigan Department of 
Transportation (MDOT), Baraga State Park, Village of Baraga 
Downtown Development Association, the United States De-
partment of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Ser-
vices (USDA-NRCS), Western Upper Peninsula Planning & 
Development Region (WUPPDR), Michigan Economic Devel-
opment Corporation (MEDC), and numerous other agencies. 
     The Tribe has worked diligently on the project since the 
beginning.  The project that has been cropping up along US 
41, north of Baraga, began five years ago, with KBIC seeking 
input about the trail that would allow a safe route from Baraga 
to LôAnse.  Sarah Smith, KBIC CEO, was joined by Evelyn 
Ravindran, KBIC Natural Resources Director; Jean Jokinen, 
KBIC Grant Writer; Jason Ayres, KBIC Realty/Roads Direc-
tor; and Warren ñChrisò Swartz, Jr., KBIC Tribal President. 
     ñIn 2014 the MEDC, Baraga County Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau, and Baraga County Trails in Motion came to visit 
the KBIC,ò Smith said.  ñUP Engineers & Architects also 
came at this time, and we wrote a grant to the MEDC apply-
ing for funding to do a feasibility study.  At the June 25, 2014 
Tribal Council meeting, UPEA attended and presented past 
and current work and also submitted a detailed proposal to 
continue this work and incorporate it into the tribal goal of 
connecting their two communities.  The Village of Baraga 
Downtown Development Authority previously entered into a 
contract with UPEA for trail development along the area that 
is part of the proposed 10.5 mile non-motorized trail.  Their 
contribution was used as matching funds for the feasibility 
study.  The LôAnse Downtown Development Authority has 
also indicated to UPEA that they will contribute to the project 
as needed.  The funding from the Michigan Economic Devel-
opment Corporation was for a Feasibility Study, Environ-
mental Assessment, Topographic Survey, and Geotechnicall 
Investigation.  The Keweenaw Bay Indian Community con-
tributes an annual amount to the MEDC equal to 8% of the 
net win derived from all Class III electronic games of chance, 
as those games are defined in the Compact which are oper-
ated at the Marquette County Parcel as part of the consent 
judgment from November 2000.  Future grant funding will be 
pursued once this initial phase is completed for the construc-
tion design and permits required.  Construction funding for 
the non-motorized trail will be sought after the construction 
design and permits are complete.  This non-motorized trail 
system has multiple benefits and is moving our Tribal Com-
munity on a path that includes health, safety, the environ-
ment, and tourism!ò 
     Smith said, ñIn 2014 Baraga Village was already looking at 
a trail to link the Baraga Marina with the Baraga State Park.  
KBIC joined forces with the Village of Baraga and secured 
$160,000 in funding.   The Village of Baraga contributed 
$25,100 towards this study.  When the feasibility study was 
completed in 2015, the project forged ahead.ò  A previous 

study completed in June 2014, by the Baraga County Cham-
ber of Commerce showed that the third most popular reason 
for visiting Baraga County was because it was ñEasily acces-
sible and unique outdoor activities (36.5%)ò. 
     Other factors for building the non-motorized trail are:  Dia-
betes and heart disease are highly prevalent within the Na-
tive American Community and are linked to lack of physical 
activity.  Walking, hiking, and biking are fantastic ways to get 
and stay healthy.  Health care costs will be reduced with pre-
ventative activities.  Fuel costs will be reduced, and our area 
will be lowering their carbon footprint by use of such a trail.  A 
non-motorized trail will also safely connect our communities 
that are currently divided.  People are often seen walking and 
biking around the Head of the Bay in a non-safe manner due 
to lack of transportation.  Many of the village roads do not 
have sidewalks, and children and elders are often seen walk-
ing directly in the line of traffic.  Public transportation is lim-
ited to one taxi in this area.  In addition, a trail will provide 
viewing opportunities for Lake Superior, rivers and waterfalls, 
and our coastal wetlands which are unique habitats for avid 
bird watchers and nature lovers.  It is a natural assumption 
that tourism would increase with added recreational opportu-
nities.  The Upper Peninsula is becoming a destination for 
mountain biking.  There are trails located in Michigamme and 
Houghton County.  Baraga County is surrounded by trail sys-
tems, but it currently has very limited trails for such activities.  
There are trails constructed in the Ojibwa Park recreation 
area that connect to historical and recreational sites along 
with the Baraga State Park and LôAnse Township Park.  It is 
hopeful that the trail system will create jobs for upkeep, in-
crease business sales in the area, promote tourism and 
healthy lifestyles, and connect the communities. 
     The Western Upper Peninsula Planning & Development 
Region has stated that connecting LôAnse and Baraga 
through a non-motorized route has been a topic of discussion 
many times, but it appears a difficult task due to land owner-
ship and wetland areas. 
     The MEDC has been the major contributor placing 
$337,192 into the project which consists of seven separate 
but linked sections.  Section seven of the 10.5 Mile proposed 
trail was proposed and is located from the Lighthouse located 
in Baraga to the Village of Baragaôs Marina.  The Village of 
Baraga, along with their Downtown Development Authority, 
contributed $100,000, and the Keweenaw Bay Indian Com-
munity contributed funds of $50,000.  An additional $40, 704 
was obtained by the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community from 
USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service for the trail 
design and construction to assist in completing Phase I. 
     ñWe put it out for bids in 2018, and MJO Contracting, Inc. 
was the low bidder,ò Smith said.  ñThe engineering design 
was developed in 2017, and we put it out for bids in 2018 
with an estimated cost of approximately $550,000.  However, 
the low bid came in on April 26, 2019, in the amount of 
$623,197.16.  After unsuccessfully exploring numerous fund-
ing opportunities to overcome the shortfall, MEDC recom-
mended that the shortfall be made up with Phase II monies 

Section seven (Phase I) will be open to hikers and bicyclists early fall 2019 as well as for winter silent 
sport activities. 
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October 2019 Calendar: 

¶ Oct. 4 ð Constitution Committee Meeting, 10:00 a.m., Tribal 

Center; 

¶ Oct. 12 ð Quarterly Tribal Council Meeting, 10:00 a.m., Harvey 

Community Building; Touring the new Event Center/Ojibwa Ca-

sino II, 12:00 p.m.; 

¶ Oct. 29 ð Marquette Youth Halloween Party, Harvey Commu-

nity Center, 5:00 p.m. 

¶ Oct. 30 ð Baraga Youth Halloween Party, Niiwin Akeaa Center, 

Baraga, 5:00 p.m.. 

~ submitted by newsletter editor 

MEMBERS OF THE KEWEENAW BAY  
INDIAN COMMUNITY 

Voter Registration for the Primary Election will close on 
Thursday, October 3, 2019. 

All Voters must register to vote by this deadline.  There 
will be no exceptions. 

Contact the Enrollment/Licensing Department at the 

Tribal Center if you: 

1. Have or will be turning 18 years old prior to November 2, 
2019. 

2. Moved to the Reservation in the past year. 
3. Changed your address and/or voting district in which you 

reside. 
4. Moved out of KBIC Housing. 

If you have any questions, please contact the Enrollment Of-
fice at (906) 353-4111 or (906) 353-4113. 

MEMBERS OF THE KEWEENAW BAY  
INDIAN COMMUNITY  

PRIMARY ELECTION  

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2019 

Those members wishing to place their name on the ballot to 
serve on the Tribal Council in the Baraga or LôAnse Districts 
will need to submit a letter of intent stating their position and 
listing their qualifications of that position to the Assistant Sec-
retary of the Tribal Council.  Members wishing to place their 
name on the ballot to serve as the Associate Judge will need 
to submit a letter of intent stating their position to the Assistant 
Secretary of the Tribal Council and complete a Criminal Secu-
rity Background form.  Letters will be accepted beginning on 
Thursday, September 19, 2019.  Pertinent requirements are 
listed below. 

The letter shall be addressed to:  Toni Minton, Assistant Sec-
retary of the Tribal Council, Keweenaw Bay Indian Commu-
nity, 16429 Bear Town Road, Baraga, MI 49908.  The letter 
must be received at the Tribal Center no later than Thursday, 

October 3, 2019, at 4:00 p.m. 

THE QUALIFICATIONS TO SERVE ON THE TRIBAL 

COUNCIL ARE: 

1. Enrolled member of the Keweenaw Bay Indian Commu-
nity. 

2. Must be 25 years of age on or before December 14, 2019. 
3. Must be one-fourth (1/4) or more degree of Indian blood. 
4. Must physically reside within the District that you wish to 

serve for at least one year as of November 2, 2019. 

The four candidates receiving the highest amount of votes in the Primary 
Election from each District will advance to the General Election in Decem-
ber. 

THE QUALIFICATIONS TO SERVE AS ASSOCIATE 

JUDGE ARE: 

1. Enrolled member of the Keweenaw Bay Indian Commu-
nity. 

2. Must meet all qualifications for Judicial Service set forth in 
Article IX Judicial Branch, Section 5 of the Tribal Constitu-
tion. 

3. Must complete a Criminal Security Background Form.   

The two candidates receiving the highest amount of votes in the Primary 
Election will advance to the General Election in December. 

already allocated and amended to the contract awarded for 
this section of the trail.  The second bid opening was adver-
tised with a bid opening on March 6, 2019.  MJO Contracting, 
Inc. came in with a low bid of $656,634.97.  The bid includes 
a deduction of $12,000.  Actual award is $644,634.97.  They 
are currently constructing with substantial completion slated 
for September,ò Smith said. 
     In the meantime, an application has been submitted by 
the Village of Baraga to the DNR Trust Fund which includes a 
subsequent contribution of funding obtained by the KBIC in 
the amount of $300,000.  In a conference call in January of 
2019, the MEDC agreed that phase II funds ($300,000) por-
tion could be used for completing the first section of the trail 
from the Lighthouse to the Baraga Marina.   
     ñWe secured a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with 
the DNR to go through their property at the powwow grounds.  
Section seven was chosen as Phase I, since there were the 
fewest land owners,ò Smith said.  ñThere will be seven sec-
tions going around the Bay; we called section seven, Phase I.  
Section six is Phase II, and Phase III will be going around the 
bay.ò 
     Evelyn Ravindran said, ñIn addition to the non-motorized 
trail, there are a number of trails by the lighthouse that the 
NRC has been improving.  When the Sand Point Restoration 
Site was being created, they decided to do a beach trail.  We 
plan to have them completed by next year to connect to the 
beach trail to Assinins, and its historic sites being the school, 
church, and cemetery.ò 
     ñThe non-motorized and wetland trails are designed to 
promote both the outdoors and healthful living.  The non-
motorized and the wetland trails are independent projects,ò 
Smith said.  ñI think this will help tourism and increase health 
in our community.  Iôm just really excited itôs coming to frui-
tion.ò 

Article IX, Judicial Branch, Section 5, Tribal Constitution 

Any enrolled member of the Keweenaw Bay Indian Commu-
nity that has resided within the territorial jurisdiction for at 
least one (1) year immediately preceding his nomination and 
has attained the age of twenty-five (25) years or older on or 
before the date when their term is to commence will be eligi-
ble for election as the Chief or Associate Judge and will have 
graduated from high school or attained an equivalency de-
gree.  No person can serve as Chief Judge or Associate 
Judge within five (5) years after completion of a sentence or 
probation upon being convicted of a felony or crime of fraud, 
unless such conviction has been vacated or overturned.  No 
person will serve as the Chief Judge or Associate Judge who 
is presently a Tribal Council member or running to become a 
Tribal Council member. 



 

 

The Tribal Court has agreed to comply with the request of the 
Keweenaw Bay Indian Communityôs CEOôs office to publish 
criminal sentencing on a routine basis.   

TRIBAL COURT 
CRIMINAL  

SENTENCES 

Aaron White, case #18-174, §3.1308, Disobedience of a 
lawful court order ï 6th offense 
Sentencing on 08/28/2019, #18-174, §3.1308: 

1. Forty-five days jail, credit for 19 days jail served, 26 days jail 
shall be served.  Defendant shall be financially responsible for 
the costs of lodging, and any expenses incurred while incarcer-
ated. 

2. Banishment Order issued 07/02/2018, under case #18-063 re-

mains in full force and effect. 

Aaron White, case #19-059, §8.901, Contempt - 2nd offense 
Sentencing on 08/28/2019, #19-059, §8.901: 

1. One-hundred-eighty days jail, 180 days jail shall be served.  De-
fendant shall be financially responsible for the costs of lodging, 
and any expenses incurred while incarcerated. 

2. Banishment Order issued 07/02/2018, under case #18-063 re-
mains in full force and effect. 

Cordoro Houle, Sr., case #19-121, §5.62a, License restric-
tions ï 1st offense 
Sentencing on 08/28/2019, #19-121, §5.62a: 

1. Fine $100.00. 
2. Ten days jail, 10 days  jail suspended pending successful com-

pletion of probation.   Defendant shall be responsible for the 
cost of lodging, and any expenses incurred while incarcerated.   

3. One to three months of non-alcohol and drug restricted proba-
tion with a $10.00 monthly probation fee. 

Ann Dowd, case #19-100, §3.1115, Embezzlement ï 1st of-
fense 
Sentencing on 08/28/2019, #19-100, §3.1115: 
1. Fine $250.00. 
2. Thirty days jail, credit for ten day jail served, 20 days jail sus-

pended pending successful completion of probation.   Defendant 
shall be responsible for the cost of lodging, and any expenses 
incurred while incarcerated.   

3. Defendant shall write an apology letter to the victim which shall 
be turned into the Probation Department for processing. 

4. Defendant shall perform 65 hours of community service. 
5. Defendant shall obtain a new substance abuse screening and 

follow all recommendations of the screening until successfully 
discharged.   

6. Restitution of $82.46 which shall be paid to the Tribal Court for 
processing. 

7. Six to twelve months of standard alcohol drug restricted proba-
tion with a $10.00 monthly probation fee.  Defendant shall be 
financially responsible for drug and PBT testing, if any.  Defen-
dant shall report to the Tribal Court a minimum of one time per 
month and as instructed by the Probation Office. 

8. Defendant shall report daily Monday through Friday 8:00-8:15 
a.m. to the Tribal Court and Weekends and holidays 8:00 ï 8:15 
a.m. to the Tribal Police Department. 

Elizabeth DeCota, case #19-120, §3.202, Assault and bat-
tery (domestic) ï 1st offense 
Sentencing on 09/04/2019, #19-120, §3.202: 
1. Fine $500. 
2. Ninety days jail, credit for seven days jail served, 83 days jail 

suspended pending successful completion of probation.  Defen-
dant shall be financially responsible for the costs of lodging, and 
any expenses incurred while incarcerated.   

3. Defendant shall obtain a substance abuse screening within 30-
days from date of sentencing and shall follow all the recommen-
dations of screening until successfully discharged.  

4. Defendant shall obtain a mental health assessment within 30-
days from date of sentencing and shall follow all recommenda-
tions of the assessment until successfully discharged. 

5. Defendant shall sign release of information with all service pro-
viders to allow the Court to monitor compliance. 

6. Six to twelve months of standard alcohol and drug restricted 

probation with a $10 monthly probation fee.  Defendant shall be 
financially responsible for the cost of drug and PBT testing.  De-
fendant shall report a minimum of one time monthly and as in-
structed by the probation officer. 

(4) Niiwin  

EDUCATION INCENTIVE PROGRAM           

     The Keweenaw Bay Education Committee offers the Edu-
cation Incentive Program to local KBIC Tribal students.  
Monetary incentives are awarded at the end of each of the 
four marking periods of the academic year.  Awards are given 
for Honor Roll and Perfect Attendance.  Students must meet 

the following criteria: 

1. Must be enrolled KBIC members; 

2. Must reside in one of the following four counties:  Baraga,             

Houghton, Ontonagon, or Marquette; 

3. Must attend a public or private school. 

     A studentôs Honor Roll status is defined according to the 
regulations of their school district.  Students in grades 4 
through 12 are eligible to receive this award. 
     Perfect Attendance follows the school policy, but time for 
doctor or dental appointments and funerals may be allowed.  

Please contact the following people for more information: 

LôAnse Area Schools ï Shellie Denomie, (906) 524-6000 ext. 

369, sdenomie@laschools.us 

Baraga Area Schools ï Helen Jondreau, (906) 353-6661,  

hjondreau@up.net 

All others contact Amy St. Arnold, (906) 353-4117 amy@kbic

-nsn.gov 

     Houghton, Ontonagon, and Marquette County students 
must provide a copy of the student report card.  If attendance 
is not noted on the card, please have a school official docu-
ment by signature.  Report cards may be mailed to Ke-
weenaw Bay Tribal Center, Education Office, 16429 Bear-

town Rd.  Baraga, MI  49908. 

To place an ad, submit an article, or relate information, 
ideas, or possible articles contact:  Lauri Denomie at 
(906) 201-0263, or e-mail: newsletter@kbic-nsn.gov. 

Please let our Enroll-
ment Office know if 
someone was missed or 
information is incorrect 
by calling (906) 353-
6623, ext. 4111. 

Helen K. Aho 

Elizabeth J. Dotts 

Jane A. Nelson 

Garet M. Peters 

Richard Shalifoe 

Walter M. Tody 

Keweenaw Bay Indian Community wishes our Ojibwa Seniors 
who are 80-years and older this month a very Happy Birthday!  

ñYouôve heard of the three ages of manðyouth, age, and you are 
looking wonderful!                                 

~ Francis  Cardinal Spellman. 

Free Chainsaw Safety Training  

Sign up at Tribal Center (906) 353-6623. 

October 2, 2019  

¶ Indoor morning, 8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m., KBOCC in LôAnse 

¶ Lunch (provided) in the field 

¶ Outdoor afternoon, 12:30 p.m.-5:00 p.m., field exercise 

This class is limited to 10 participants.  Tribal members get 
preference.  There are two chainsaws available for use during 
the field portion by two people who donôt have a saw.  Other-
wise you must bring your own saw to attend.  Wear field 
boots, safety toe if possible.  Other safety equipment will be 
provided.  We will use personal vehicles and carpool to the 
field site.  Lunch will be provided. 

Come learn the safest chainsaw handling and felling tech-
niques from a local expert.  No experience required and class 
size is limited.  This class will help prepare you for TSI 
work.  TSI cutting contractors strongly encouraged to attend;  
this may help you get selected for a TSI.  Questions?  Con-
tact Tribal Forester at rmcdonald@kbic-nsn.gov, or (906) 353
-4591. 
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