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       SPECIAL POINTS  
   OF INTEREST 

¶ Primary Election Results 

¶ 2018 Harvest Feast Held 

¶ Veterans Day Celebration  

¶ KBIC Youth Halloween  

Parties Held 

¶ Health Department Updates    

¶ Criminal Report  

¶ Ojibwa Eldersô Birthdays 

¶ Deepest Sympathy  

¶ Abinoojiiyens 

¶ Ojibwemowin 

KEWEENAW BAY INDIAN COMMUNITY HOLDS 
PRIMARY ELECTION 

     Voters from the Keweenaw Bay Indian Com-
munity cast their ballots at the November 3, 
2018, Primary Election.  Their votes advanced 
eight Tribal Council candidates and two Chief 
Judge candidates to the Tribeôs General Elec-
tion.  Baraga District Precinct was held at the 
Ojibwa Senior Center, and LôAnse District Pre-
cinct was located at the Zeba Community Hall.  
Voters cast their ballots for two individuals for 
Tribal Council in their district and one individual 
for Chief Judge.  Votes allowed the top four 
vote getters in each district to advance for 
Tribal Council, and top two candidates for Chief 
Judge advanced to General Election.  The 
General Election will be held on Saturday, De-
cember 15, 2018.  Results are: 

Baraga District results:  
Warren ñChrisò Swartz, Jr. (Inc.) 84 votes; 
Elizabeth ñBethò Connor 66 votes; 
Marty Curtis, Jr. 48 votes; 
James ñJDò Denomie 26 votes; 
Sue Ellen ñSuzieò Elmblad 62 votes; 
Gerald H. Friisvall 7 votes; 
Kim Klopstein 105 votes; 
Michael P. Lahti 54 votes; 
Jerry Magnant ñMayoò 41 votes; 
Don Messer, Jr. 28 votes. 

LôAnse District results:  
Susan J. LaFernier (Inc.) 50 votes; 
Jennifer Misegan (Inc.) 57 votes; 
Lyndon Ekdahl 25 votes; 
Floyd J. Forcia, Jr. 17 votes; 
Dale F. Goodreau 48 votes; 
David Haataja 31 votes; 
Jean (Halverson) Jokinen 40 votes; 
Chris C. Voakes 31 votes. 
 
Chief Judge results:  
Bradley T. Dakota (Inc.) 171 votes; 
Bill Jondreau 206 votes; 
Paul D. Smith 53 votes. 

KEWEENAW BAY  

INDIAN COMMUNITY 

Registered Voters 

The General Election will be held on 
Saturday, December 15, 2018.   

Voters residing in the Baraga District 
will vote at the Ojibwa Senior Citizens 
Center.  Voters residing in the LôAnse 
District will vote at the Zeba Community 
Hall.  Polls will be open from 10:00 
a.m. until 6:00 p.m. 

Tribal CouncilðBaraga District 
Warren ñChrisò Swartz, Jr. (Inc.)  
Elizabeth ñBethò Connor  
Sue Ellen ñSuzieò Elmblad  

Kim Klopstein 

Tribal CouncilðLôAnse District 

Susan J. LaFernier (Inc.)  
Jennifer Misegan (Inc.)  

Dale F. Goodreau 
Jean (Halverson) Jokinen 

Chief Judge 

Bradley T. Dakota (Inc.)  
Bill Jondreau  

 
ONLY REGISTERED VOTERS WILL 
BE PERMITTED TO VOTE.  (Per Elec-
tion Ordinance). 

To be added to the mailing list or 
to correct your mailing address, 
contact the enrollment office at 
(906) 353-6623 ext. 4113.   

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 

KBIC MEMBERS  

COMMUNITY 

MEETING  

Tuesday, December 11, 2018  

5:30 P.M.  

Big Bucks Bingo Hall ñBaraga, MI  

TOPICS TO BE DISCUSSED 

           Casino projects updates  

           Financing of the projects  

           Open discussion  
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Picture by Lauri Denomie. 

DECEMBER 2018 Calendar: 

¶ December 7 ð Constitution Committee Meeting, 10:00 
a.m. Tribal Center; 

¶ December 24, 25, 26 ð Christmas Holiday, Govôt offices 
closed; 

¶ December 31, January 1  ð New Yearôs Holiday, Govôt 
offices closed. 

~ submitted by newsletter editor 

     The main entrance of Keweenaw Bay Ojibwa Community 
Collegeôs (KBOCC) Wabanung Campus is dedicated to Ke-
weenaw Bay Indian Community (KBIC) Ogichidaag.  To the 
right, preceded by an eagle staff, are full-size flags leading  
into the heart of the building.  Lining the wall and displayed 
proudly in 3ô x 5ô frames representing the United States, 
Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, Prisoner 
of War, KBIC, and KBOCC.  To the left covering the wall are 
8ò x 10ò photographs of numerous KBIC members who have 
served or are currently serving in the military.  Among these 
images, the wall showcases an impressive mural that meas-
ures approximately 6ô x 8ô that was óinspired by those who 
risked allô. 

KBOCC dedicates entrance to KBIC Ogichidaag 

      Honoring past, present, and future veterans have always 
been a priority for KBOCC but the idea of dedicating the hall-
way originated from KBIC Veteran Joe Eckerberg.  With his 
guidance, it was brought to life with illustrations by Casey E. 
Maki, KBIC member and KBOCC Student. 
     The collection of images is far from complete.  However, 
individuals are encouraged to submit pictures to the KBOCC 
Library.  This is a living wall that will continuously grow as the 
community nourishes it by submitting photos and stories.   
     For more information you can contact Lori Ann Sherman, 
KBOCC President, through e-mail  president@kbocc.edu, or 
by calling 906-524-8414. 

HARVEST FEAST 
     Indigenous Peoples have traditions of thankfulness (or 
thanksgiving) for surviving winter and for receiving crops and 
game for their hard work.  Native Americans give thanks first 
to every animal whose life they take in order to have food and 
clothing.  They give thanks to the Great Spirit for their crops 
from seeding to harvest.  The Native Americans give thanks 
for enough crops to last through later months and allow for  
survival of the winter.  These Feast Days have occurred for 
thousands of years and back 12,000 to 48,000 or more years 
ago in America.   
     Today KBIC celebrates our harvest with the Community at 
an Annual Harvest Feast usually held mid-October.  This 
yearôs Annual Harvest Feast was held Saturday, November 3, 
2018, at the former Big Bucks Bingo Hall in Baraga, Michigan.  
The event was to start at 3:00 p.m., but it ran on ñIndian Timeò 
starting closed 4:00 p.m. instead.  However, the wait was cer-
tainly worth it.  Approximately 100 Community members par-
ticipated, visiting with  and enjoying each otherôs company.  
They shared a delicious traditional meal.  Four Thunder Drum 
was present to offer an honor song.       
     As an elder, I remember years back to how grand an event 
the Harvest Feast was.  Our people traveled from all over to 
gather together.  They brought their favorite recipes on how to 
cook fish, pig, buffalo, venison, rice, lug, fry bread, many 
vegetable dishes, and desserts.  The lines 50-years-ago were 
sometimes a two-hour wait just to enter the dining hall.   
     This yearôs event was sponsored by the Keweenaw Bay 
Indian Community and hosted by the Powwow Committee.  
Families assisted by sharing their favorite dishes. 

~ Submitted by Lauri Denomie      

mailto:president@kbocc.edu


 

 

To place an ad, submit an arti-
cle, or relate information, ideas, 
or  possible articles   contact:  
Lauri Denomie at (906) 201-0263, 

or e-mail: newsletter@kbic-
nsn.gov. 

ñLet us never know what old age is.  
Let us know the happiness time 
brings, not count the years.ò         

~ Ausonius 
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 ANIN!  We honor the greatness in you. 
Remember:  ñIndian Country Countsò 

ñOur People, Our Nations, Our Futureò 

     We continue to recognize the richness of Native American 
contributions, accomplishments, and sacrifices to the political, 
cultural, and economic life of Michigan and the United States. 
     The fall colors were beautiful, and winter is upon us once 
again.  We give thanks for a wonderful Thanksgiving, and we 
wish everyone a blessed Happy Christmas!   

Mino-Bimaadizin ñLive Wellò 

Respectfully, Susan J. LaFernier 

     I am including the motions that were not in the prior reports 
(August 21, 24, and 30, 2018).  During September, the Tribal 
Council held one Regular Council meeting on Saturday, Sep-
tember 8, 2018, and five Special/Finance meetings on Sep-
tember 17, 24, 25, 26, and 27, 2018,  This report will be pub-
lished in the KBIC ñWiikwedong Dazhi-Ojibweò newsletter, 
and the approved minutes may also be found on the Ke-
weenaw Bay Indian Community Website.  
     I attended the KBIC Halfway House Ground Breaking 
Ceremony on September 6, 2018.  Thanks to everyone for 
their work on this very much needed facility.  It has been a 
busy September as I have been helping with the re-opening 
of the Marquette Ojibwa Express Convenience Gas Station. 
The station closed on August 15th and reopened on Septem-
ber 13th. Many of the applications and licenses needed to be 
changed with the new Aanikoosing, Inc. Board members.  It is 
beautiful inside, and I encourage everyone to stop, get gas, 
and visit.   
     On October 2, 2018, the annual United Methodist 
Womenôs meeting was hosted by our historic Zeba United 
Methodist Church at the Zeba Community Center.  Over 100 
women from across the Upper Peninsula attended and were 
impressed with the Hall.  As hosts, we received many dona-
tions of diapers, infants clothing, and hats and mittens which 
were donated to our foster families and our Tribal Social Ser-
vices Department.   
     Thank you to everyone for the wonderful Flag Raising 
Ceremony and Veterans Day Luncheon held on Sunday, No-
vember 11, 2018, at the Bingo Hall. Over 30 veterans and 
friends attended, and $287.00 was raised for the ñToys for 
Totsò program.  
     Remember to vote in the upcoming General Election on 
December 15, 2018.  ñYour VOTE is an important decision 
and makes a differenceò     

Tribal Council Secretaryôs Report for the Month of October 2018 

 
August 21, 2018 Special Council Meeting (unapproved): 

¶ The Council met with the Marquette Ojibwa Express Con-
venience Store Manager Theresa Freeman regarding the 
re-opening and a ñPlan to Proceedò for the station in 
closed session for four hours.   

 

August 23, 2018 Special Council Meeting (unapproved): 

¶ Approved to offer the Newsletter Editor to Laurie Denomie 
at the same rate for three years.  If she does not accept, 
bids will be requested. 

¶ Motion to approve the Grand River Community Develop-
ment bid of $817,110.00 for the KBIC Halfway House pro-
ject (they are also the consultants).  There were five bids. 

¶ Approved to table the motion for more discussion on the 
financials. 

¶ Approved the motion for the KBIC Halfway House bid. 
 

August 30, 2018 Special Council Meeting (unapproved): 

¶ Approved a request from the Public Works Department to 
bid up to $60,000.00 plus the 13% auction fee for the pur-
chase of  a used plow truck at Wayland, MI, by the BIA 
Roads Maintenance Program.      

¶ Approved the Memorandum of Agreement with I.H.S. for 
the Zeba Water Storage (Tank) Replacement project. 

¶ Approved a business license renewal with Gerald Jon-
dreau ñTraditional Treasuresò local and traditional foods.   

¶ Approved the U.S.G.S. Joint Funding Agreement for the 
continued operation and maintenance of the streamgaging 
station on the Silver River near LôAnse, Michigan, October 
1, 2018-September 30, 2019. 

¶ Approved a donation of $300.00 to Cecelia Chosa for 
ceremonial travel (exceeded the allowed amount). 

¶ Approved the Legal Services Agreement with Montana & 
Associates, LLC to work with the THPO Office and Tribal 
Attorneyôs Office on drafting and finalizing a Resolution, 
Ordinances, and Policies and Procedures by June 21, 
2020, relating to the settlement of negotiations of a natural 
gas pipeline to be located on the Communityôs ceded ar-
eas. 

 
Respectfully Submitted,   
Susan J. LaFernier 

Please let our Enrollment 
Office know if someone 
was missed or informa-
tion is incorrect by call 
(906) 353-6623, ext. 4111.  
Miigwech. 

Keweenaw Bay Indian Community wishes our Ojibwa 
Seniors who are 80-years and older in this month a very 
Happy Birthday!   

Thomas J. Blackwood, Jr.  

Shirley J. Clisch 

Carolyn F. Durant 

Philomena M. Ekdahl 

James N. Gardner 

James V. Gustafson 

Elizabeth J. Martin 

Julia Marilyn Mayville 

Elaine M. Prowdley 

Evelyn Shafer 

Clara J. Smith 

Carol L. Tuimala 

Leonard J. Wicketts, Jr. 

     The KBIC Tribal Veterans Wiikwedong Ogichidaa Society 
Honor Guard (pictured above with two of their young helpers) 
participated in the Flag Raising Ceremony on Veteranôs Day, 
November 11, 2018.  The Flag Raising Ceremony is held at 
the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community Tribal Center grounds.  
Four Thunder Drum assisted the KBIC Tribal Veterans Wiik-
wedong Ogichidaa Society Honor Guard as they displayed the 
colors with much pride.  The Keweenaw Bay Indian Commu-
nity sponsored the event and held a lunch afterward to say 
thank you to all Veterans.  Luncheon was organized by KBIC 
Tribal Members: Kim Klopstein, Debbie Picciano, and Tina 
Owens.  Photo compliments of Tina Owens.  

~ Submitted by Lauri Denomie      

VETERAN DAY CEREMONY HELD AT 
KEWEENAW BAY INDIAN COMMUNITY 
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KEWEENAW BAY INDIAN COMMUNITY YOUTH HALLOWEEN CELEBRATIONS 

     Keweenaw Bay Indian Community Youth Programs held their 
annual Youth Halloween Parties on Saturday, October 27, 2018, at 
the Niiwin Akeaa Facility in Baraga, Michigan, and on Sunday, Oc-
tober 28, 2018, at the Marquette Community Center in Harvey, 
Michigan.  Participants took part in a number of games for great 
prizes, took a horse-drawn wagon ride, and enjoyed Pizza, veggie 
trays, fruit trays, and desserts.  The events were well attended, and 
all children left the events with a number of prizes and a huge bag 
of candy.  A good time was had by all.  

~ By Lauri Denomie, Newsletter Editor. 

Two ninjas definitely feeling special, above are (left) Dayten Wandahsega 
and (right) Bryten VanDyke.   

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 

Baraga, ages 0-4, left to right, 1st placeðAustin Shelifoe, 2nd placeð
Chase Picciano, 3rd placeðLyle Roberts. 

Baraga, ages 5-8, left to right, 1st placeðKadynce and Aaliyan Loons-
foot, 2nd placeðNevaeh Lee Fish, 3rd placeðKhloe Loonsfoot. 

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 

Baraga, ages 9-11, left to right, 1st placeðBrooklyn Summers, 2nd 
placeðBreanna Jondreau, 3rd placeðLeighann Cadeau. 

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 

Baraga, ages 12-17, left to right, 1st placeðDeija Dakota, 2nd placeð
Annali Hendrickson, 3rd placeðSara Dakota. 

Marquette, 1st place winners, Draven and Kade Hooper 

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 
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Marquette, 2nd place winners, Graci Swartz 
and Ever Emery. 

Marquette, 3rd place winner, Jeffrey McClurg 
(Madosh) 

Fun was had by all participating in activities and games. 

     The Wiikwedong Ogichidaa Society (KBIC 
Honor Guard) now has two new Veteran Memo-
rial Silhouettes for sale.  Memorials are four feet 
high and five feet wide.  This Memorial Silhou-
ette is perfect for your yard to remember the 
sacrifices of all our veterans.  Perfect for all holi-
days as gifts. 
     Memorial silhouettes are custom made to 
order by our KBIC veterans.  Please help sup-

KEWEENAW BAY INDIAN COMMUNITY 
OFFICE OF VETERAN AFFAIRS 

Rodney Loonsfoot, Tribal Council/Veteran 
Service Representative 

Keweenaw Bay Indian Community 
16347 Ojibwa Industrial Park Rd,  

Baraga, Michigan 49908 

veteranaffairs@kbic-nsn.gov 

(906) 353-VETS, Office (906) 201-4448 Cell 

OFFICE HRS; Mon, Tues, Wed, 9 amð12 pm 

PLEASE CALL TO SCHEDULE  INDIVIDUAL 
APPOINTMENT 

     Wiikwedong Ogichidaa Society Monthly up-
coming meetings, held at 6:00 pm ð  December 
19, 2018, and January 16, 2019.  Meetings are 
subject to change.  Special meetings for Pow-
wows/funerals will be announced. 

port our Wiikwedong Ogchidaa Society.  COST: 
$150.00. 
     Please call Rodney Loonsfoot @ 353 VETS 
or 201-4448 to place your order or e-mail tcrod-
ney@kbic-nsn.gov.  Please indicate cross or 
eagle staff.  All proceeds will go towards veteran 
programming and activities. 
     Miigwech for your future kindness. 

 


